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CONFIDENTIAL 
HEADQÜARTBRS    ' 

5D SQÜAHRON 1713 ADl aVAIRY 
QÜAllTEfi EHDIHQ 

30 Apr 69 

AVGC-B 
SUBJECT1    Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Air 

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969.   RCS CSPCR-fiJ (Rl) 
(UIC-WAAMÄA) 

SEE DISmiBOTION 

SECTION 1 
Significant Aotivlties 

1.   (U) EMtODUCTICTTi 

a. fflSSIOUi The squadron's basic mission has beon that of providing 
reconnaissance, surveillance, security, and economy of force. 

b. CRGANIZATION: Tlao squadron is orcanized under KB 17-95Tdßlnd 
Juno 1965 and U3MPAC General Order 401 dated August 1968. In addition, Rl/ö) 
teams are attached (l per air cavalry troop) by 12th Group General Order 55 
dated July i960 and General Order 60 dated August i960. Oho current organi- 
zation structure and unit looatione are listed in inolosure 1 and 2* 

2. (FOUO) EERSOIim; 

a, PEuSOllliEL CIIAHGES: Following is the oommand group and prinoiple 
staff as of 30 April 1969, with the changes during the period: 

HEADQUARTERS 3B SQUADRON 17TH AIR CAVAIRY 

iffc jam 3, FITCH CO No Cluingo 
iAj nonmi! H. I-IALSY xo No Change 
liiiJ JOSmi L. K.ULHAXER S3 No Change 
1LT DOMID W, RACKETT si No Change 
CHL

1
 imiow A, HILTZ S2 No Change 

opr szmm N. GEIILER S4 No Change 

POR 07 ur 
MZIW r 
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CONFIDENTIAL ATCC*B 
, SOBJBCTt Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 34 Squadron, ITth Air 

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969. KC3 CSPCR-65 (Rl) 

CPU SCilUYUELl IT. CUmiKP IHIT GO Replaood MJ John II.B. Pope 23^^69 
CPr jyJISS P. SKGLTON MEW Cd'T Replaced OT2 Wayne K. Roberto 2FB\£9 
mj .Mmn R. SANDERS A Irp CO No Chaneo 
m.J V/ILLARD ]). C0ma,IN B Erp CO Rcplaoed MAJ Wallace R, Napier 19itelj69 
MJ BILLY J. SLUSIIER G Trp GO Replaced MJ Perry T. Brasuell IJAprfJ 
OPT WILLIAII C. WHITE D Trp CO No Change 

h. mm S'ilEllSTIiS AS OP 30 AE1IL 1969» The squadron is authorized 
85 Officers, 103 Warrant Officers, and 848 enlisted ment Assigned strength . 
at the end of the reporting period was 106 Officers, 79 Warrant Officers, 
and 791 unlisted men (S00 Inclosure 3)« 

o; IllPUSIONi During the reporting period, 10 officers,-10 Warrant 
Officero, and 49 oaLiated non were osohanged for six officers, 17 Warrant 
Officers, and 37 flnlistod men from other aviation units in furtherance of 
the infusion program to reduce rotational peaks. 

d, AWARDS AKD DECORATIONS 1 One thousond five hundred and twenty- .'.. 
two airards were recommended uithin the squadron during the reporting period» 
Hve hundred ninety-seven were approved, three were down-graded and 927 0** 
still pending (See Inclosure 4). 

e. IRIE1IDLY LOSSES« Priendly losses for the "period were seven KM. 
and 39 WIA, No personnel were MIA (See Inclosure 5). 

3»  (C) nyiE.IJiIGEITCT!: The squadron conducted extensive aerial reconnai»« 
sanoe and surveillance missions, providing its various supported headquarters 
with valuable and timely information concerning the enemy. The Squadron's 
efforts were oonoentrsted in Tay Uinh, Binli Duong, Hau Ifehia, GiaDinh, Long 
An, and Dinli Tuong Provinces and to a limited extent, in Men Hoa, Go Cong, 
Eion Hoa, and ICien Fnoung Pcovincos, Attention centered on known and sua- 
pooted ener,xy base camp areas ond lines of comraunioation. 'Jhe intelligence 
gatiaorod provided the basis for ground operations, tactical and strategic 
a:i.T strllrcs, and artillery strikes. 

a, TERRAINi The relief in the squadron area of operations ranged 
from Plat delta in the south and areas adjacent to the Vam Co Dong Rivor| to 
fcimtly rolling hills in Binh Duong aiad 3ien Hoa Pcovinoes« Drainage is pro- 
vi.d-jd by the Saigon, Hha Be, Dong Nai, Van Co lay, Van Co Dong, aid Mekong 
Rivers and their tributaries * Vegetation consists of extensiv© rioe crops 
in the delta regions, extensive rubber plantations in parts of lay Hlnh and'. 
Binli Duong Provinces, and extensive broadleafed evergreen forests elsewhere* 

(l) Observation and Fields of Ilrei Observation and fields of fixe 
ranged from extremely limited in the forested areas of ühy KLnh and Binh 
Duong Provinces to excellent in the delta areas* 

Incl 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
•AVGC-B 
SUBJECT» Operational Report-Lessona Learned of 5d Squadron, 17-th Mr 

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSPGEU65 (R1) 
(UIC-WAAMA) 

(2) Obstaolesi Natural and artifioial obstacles in the TAOR had no 
effect on squadron operations. 

(5) Cover and Concealment: The enemy has linited natural oover. 
However, he is on expert at building tunnel and bunker complexes which pro- 
vide him excellent protection ogr-inst direct arri indirect fire as well as 
air ntrilces, Tho cnowy Ims excellent concoalraont in Jungle and plantation 
areas ao wall as c-mong nipa palm and vegotation whioli frequently lines rivera 
and oanals in tho delta areas. Ho also molcoa maximum use of dartaaoss and 
camouflage to conceal his moveraont or presence in nn area. 

(4) Key Terrain» Highways Vand 4 and the Dong Hai, Saigon, Vam Co' 
Don,;, YiWi Co Tay, and IMcong Rivers, togotlier with their major tributaries, 
arc oonsidered key terrain. The highways are selected because of their im- 
portance as lines of communication for military and civilian traffic, Tho 
major rivers also serve as important lines of communication over whioli allied 
forces ship large quantities of materials. For the same reason, these rivers 
form important lines of oommunication for tie enemy, 

(5) Avenues of Approach» The following VC/HVA avenues of approach 
into the squadron area of operations ore considered significant» 

(a) Parrots Beok (XS 310920), and the Vam Co Tay River. 

(b) Parrots Beok (XS 310920), Bo Bo Canal," Pineapple Plantation 
(XS 580900), and Saigon. 

(0) Ba Thu (XT 270050), Ify Thang Dong (XT 440020), Tan Mhut (XS 700830), 
and Saigon, 

(d) Angel's Wing (XT 510130), An Hinh (XT 400130), Hau Bghia Swamp, 
■Tjid Saigon, 

(n; Angel's Wing/Ba Thu, Vam Co Dong River, Pineapple Plantation, 
and Saigon« 

(f) RLshhock (XT 580900), Klohelin Plantation, Bei LoS^ood*, Saigon 
3•I/or., Dinh Hy (XT 530180), and Saigon. 

b. WE/VllHH» During the reporting period, the squadron area of op- 
eratror. was under the influence of the northeast ntonsoon until the latter 
part of March, when the transition period for the isoutheast nonsoon began. 
During February, Mbroh, and most of April, weather was normally excellent* 
Very infrequent afternoon rain squalls were experioanoed and there were 
s.-raral instanoes of ground fog and haae in the early morning and early 
evening. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
^AVCC-B 
.SPT.JECT!    Operational Report-Lessona Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Air 

Cavalry for Period Ending 50 Araril 1969,   RCS CSFCe-65 (Rl) 
(inC-WMMA) 

Ilov/ever, mission accomplislincat was not greatly hindered. During the latter 
part of April, there was a noticeable increase in afternoon cloud formations» 
Temperatures during the period ranged from üie high 60'2 and low 70's in the 
early morning to the raid 90's in the afternoon, alüiough maximuras in the high 
90's find low 100's were experienced in the latter part of April, 

4,   (C) OPERATIOITS1 Iho 5/17 Cav acoa of operations was primarily in 
the central, oouthorn, and western arcaj of HI Corps 'i'aotioal Zone (See 
Inclocuro 6), The squadron, with it's troops OPCON rjid/or in direct support 
of aovoral different units during the reporting period, conducted reconnais- 
sance, security, surveillance, and economy of force operations throu#iout 
the major portion of III Corps Tactical Zone, The general area of operation 
of the squadron elements extended from the Cambodian border on the west and 
northwest, the Saigon River on the northeast and east, and the Song Hau Giang 
Rivor on the south. This period was characterized by numerous mission changes♦ 
A Troop provided stipport to the Capital Military Assistanoe Command (CMA-C): 
Bien Hoa Tactical Area Command (BIITAC); 1st Australian Task Force (1st ATF)} 
Royal Thailand Array Volunteer Force (RTAVF)} 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Mvisionj 
2d Brigade, 10th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division; 11th Armored Cavalry Regiaentj 
and I/40 AKVII, B Troop was OPCCKI to the 9th Infantry Division during the 
first part of the reporting period and became direct support to the 3d Brigade| 
9th Infantry Division on 26 Feb 69, C Troop remained direct support to the 
25th Infantry Division, During the period 14 Feb 69 to 26 Feb 69, C Troop 
provided two hunter-killer teams (2 AH-IG's and 2 QI-öA's) in direct oupport 
of WkO,   D Troop remained OPCOH to BIITAC during the reporting period for 
use in the defense of Bien Hoa as well as a ready reaction force for the II 
Field Force long range patrols, 

a, SIGNIFlCAiTT OPERATIONS: 

(1) On 1 Feb 69, A/3/17 established contact with the enemy resulting 
.in six m at XS 520790, and one KM and one hut destroyed at XS 624^87; 
On 0124C0 Fob 69, A/5/l7 was released from direot support of the 3d Bdo, 
91.-1 Inf Div and placed in direct support of CMAG« B/5/17 engaged ono armed 
VC at Xrj 361539 resulting in ono KBA, 

(2) On 2 Feb 69, B/3/17 conducted ni^-fc firefly ndssionB with the 
■Vllcviiv: results:   v 

(.-.;) Four VC were KM at W3 920647, 

(b) Four VC were KM at WS 918652, 

(0) Four VC were KM ot WS 880660. 

(d) Two VC were KM at WS 910730, 
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,ATCC.B CONFIDENTIAL 
SJJBJEGTs Operatiorjal Report-Lessoiis Jbeamea or 5tt Squadron, 17th Air 

Cavalry for Period Ending JO April 1969. RCS GSPCR-65 (R1) 
(DIC-WAAMA) 

(e) Throe VC were KM at WS 86171O, 

(f) Three VC were KM at WS 858645. 

(3) On 5 Feb 69, B/5/17 engaged the eneny at XS 450380 resulting in 
17 VC KBA and eißjvt secondary explosions. 

(4) On 4 Feb 69, A/5/17 was released from direct support of CMAC and 
returned to direct support of the 3d Bde, 9th Inf Div.   B/5/17 aocounted for 
two ISA at XS 065602 and during firefly missions was credited with 19 VC Km 
and two oampana destroyed at XS 595699. 

(5) On 5 Fob 69, A/3/17 oapturod one dctainoo, dootroy^d two burikero 
mid one sampan at XS 600550.   A/5/17 engaged five armed VC at XS 786683 ro- 
sulting in one KBA,   B/3/17 engaged the eneny at XS 013550 resulting in five 
KBA and one KM at XS 9406OO.   B/3/17 was credited with 19 huta and 55 sampans 
destroyed at WS 970490.    C/3/17 engaged three VC at XT 357622 resulting in 
two VC KBA. 

(6) On 7 Feb 69, B/3/17 in scattered contact in the vicinity of 
WS 84093O resulted in nine VC KBA, 

(7) On B Peb 69, A/3/17 was released from direct support of the 3d Bde, 
9tli Inf Div and placed in direct support of CMC.   B/5/17 was credited with 
28 VC KBA during sporadic engagements in the vicinity of WS 680980.    C/3/17 
was orodited with one KM at XT 196615, 

(8) On 9 Peb 69, during night starlight missions, B/5/17 accounted for 
10 VC KM in the vicinity of XS O52474, 

(9) On 11 Feb 69, A/5/17 captured four suspected VC in the vicinity 
of XS 870G11.   A/5/17 was released from direct support of CMC and placed in 
oiroot :-Lip})ort of the 5d Bde, 9th Inf Div»   B/5/17 engaged and killed five 
7" cvrvj 'lestroyed three sampans at XS 565442.   C/3/17 sustained six personnel 
W'lA whei: an APC detonated on enemy mine.    C Troop also accounted for one VC 
poswible KM at XT 428550. 

C10)    On 12 Peb 69, B/3/17 captured one VC POW at XS 119456 and during 
:;':■:* starlight missions was orcditod with tho followingl 

(a) Eight VC were KM at WS 850950. 

(b) Pour VC were KM at WS 930990. 

(0)   Three VC were KM at WS 990920. 
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•STOJECT»    Operational Report-LoBeona Loomed of 3d Squadron, 17th Air 

Cavalry for Period Ending 50 April 1969.   RCS CSPCiR-65 (El) 
(UIO-WAilM) 

(11) On 14 Heb 69, B/3/17 was credited with the followinßi 

(a) Two VC were KBA at XS 060500. 

(b) One VC waa KM at XS 042525. 

(c) Pour VC were KM and four aampans destroyed at XS 080495. 

(d) Two VC wore KBA and two sampans destroyed at XS 025522. 

(e) Two VC were KBA at XS 092479. 

(f) Three VC were KBA at XS 044512, 

(g) Four VC were KBA at XS 070499. 

C/5/17 became direct support of GM/VG with two hunter-killer teams (2 AU-IG'B 
and 2 CJI-öA'a) while C Troop (-) reraalnod in'direct support of the 25th Inf 
Div. Durine ^ visual reconnaissance mission, C/5/17 enßn.God and killed one 
VC at XT 539514. 

(12) On 15 Feb 69, 3/5/17 onjtvjed throe enomy porsonnol in sampans ro- 
sultins in three VC KBA and two sampans destroyed at WS 625075. B/5/17, in 
scattered action during night starlight missions at XS 073Ö24 was credited 
with 14 KBA. 

(l5) On 16 Fob 69, B/3/17 engaged six armed enenv personnel resulting 
to six VC KDA at XS 352457. C/5/17, while conducting a visual reconnaissance, 
accounted for two VC KBA at XT 075452. 

(14) On 17 Fob 69, while performing visual reconnaissance missions, 
B/5/17 accounted for 10 VC KBA at XS 165410. 

(15) On 19 Feb 69, A/5/17 hunter-killer teams engaged and killed three 
VC at XS 581308, and two VC KBA at XS 790650, A/3/17 api-rchended one VC BUB- 
poot at XS 54057O, B/5/17 detained one suspect at XS 200520 and accounted 
for eight VC KBA during ni^it starlight misaions, 

(16) On 20 Feb 69, A/5/17 established ligjit contact resulting In five 
VC KBA at XS 650590. B/3/17 aoro rifles were Insertod at VS 980510 restating 
in one VC KIA, B/3/17 hunter-killer teams were credited with the following 1 

(a) Two VC wore KBA at XS 150490, 

(b) Pour VC wore KM at XS 060420, 

(0) One VC was KBA at XS 050560, 
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"SOBJECtPj    Operational Report-Lessons Loomed of 3d Squadron, 17th Air 

Cavalry for Period Eiidln« 50 April 1969.   HCS CSPCR-65 (Rl) 
(UIC-WAAIM) 

(d) Ono VC was KM at XS 160450, 

(e) Throo VC auspcots woro apprehended at WS 980510t 

C/3/17 detained two nnW at XT 130620. 

(I?) On 21 Fob 69, 13/3/17 in scattered oontaota aocouoted for 25 VC KBA, 
Ac 0810 hours a C/3/17 OH-öA crashed, rcoulting in tha observer and the gunner 
KIA and pilot WIA, 

(18) Q11 22 Feb 69, during t..,.dcpoint operatLons, A/3/17 captured one 
dotaineo at XS 660500. A/3/17 huntsr-Jciller teams accounted for four KBA 
at XS 400710, B/3/17 established moderate sneny contaot rosulting in 14 KBA 
at XS 060510, three KBA at WS 970530, and were oreditc. '.th 19 KBA. during 
night starlight missions in the vicinity of XS 202406» '   /l7 oaptuted fiv» 
suapeoted VC at XT 270630. 

(19) On 23 Feb 69, Ä/3/17 led 9th Division soldiers to seventeen 107Dia 
roclcets at XS 555642, and was credited with 14 VC KBA during engagements in 
defense of Ton An base camp. B/3/17 engaged and killed 29 VC in scattered 
engagements throughout the day, 

(20) On 24 Feb 69, A/3/17 engaged one VC at XS 620570 resulting In one 
VC KM, B/3/17 established moderate eneny oontaot with the following results 1 

(a) Seven VC were KM at XS 390540, 

(b) One VC was KM at XS 39056O. 

(c) Six VC woro KM at XS 380600. 

(d) Eleven VC woro KM at XS 180400. 

C/3/17 captured one possible VC during a visual reoonnaissanoe mission at 
XT 270650. 

(21) On 25 Feb 69, A/3/17 hunter-lcillor teams engaged and killed two 
VC at XS 556762, 3/3/17 aotlons resulted In the following1 

(a) One VC was KM at XS 050536. 

(b) Oie VC was KM at XS 400620. 

(o) Three VC were KM at XS 396524. 

(d) One VC was KM at XS 315565. 
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"AWC-B 

• SUBJECT» Operational Report-Lessons Learned of Jd Squadron, 17th Ali 
Oavdry for Period Ending JO April 1969. RCS CSPCR-65 (Rl) 
(UIC-WAAMU) 

(©) Two VC were KBA at XS 245565. 

(f) Two VC were KBA at XS 240556. 

(g) Three VC were KM at XS 283516. 

(h) Two VC woro KBA at XS 190/144, 

C/3/17 hunter Keillor tooms eiwigod and killed two VC at XT 620800 and wore 
credited with two KM at XT 865765. 

(22) On 26 Fob 69, A/3/17 was released from direct support of the 3d 
Bdo, 9tli Inf Div and placed in direct support of ClÄC with two hunter-killer 
tetans. A Troop (-) was placed in direct support of BHTAC» B/3/17 was re- 
leased OPCON from the 9th Inf Div and placed direct support to the 3d Bde, 
9th Inf Div. C/3/17 two hunter-killer teams were released from direct sup- 
port to Cmc and placed in direct support of the 25th Inf Div. C/3/17 00- 
oounted for three KBA at XT O90560 and two KBt at XT 140710. 

(23) On 27 Peb 69, during reconnaissance operations, A/3/17 accounted 
for two VC KBA at XS 986958. B/3/17 was credited with 14 KBA during fire- 
fly operations in the vicinity of XS 879619, C/3/17 engaged three VC at 
XT 110560 resulting in one KBA and two possible KM, 

(24) On 28 Peb 69, A/3/17 (-) was released from direot support of BHÜÄC 
and placed in direct support of the RTAVP, 

(25) On 1 Wax 69, A/3/17 (-) was released from direct support of the 
RTA7P and placed in direct support of BHTAC. B/3/17 made contact with the 
enemy at XH 560575 resulting in two NVA KM, 

(26) On 2 Mar 69» B/3/17 engaged the enemy resulting in one VC KM at 
XS 030460, At XS 03046O, D/3/17 destroyed one hut and accounted for two 
possible KM. 

(27) On 5 Mir 69, A/3/17 (-) was released from direot support to BHT&O 
at 1700 hours and plaoed in direct support of the 2/18 Inf, 

(28) On 4 M2X 69, D/3/17 olements made contact with the enemy resulting 
in two KM at XS 590590. At XS 585624i B/3/17 engaged one person oorrying 
on AK-47 resulting in one VC KM. 

(29) On 5 Mor 69, A/3/17 Troop (-) was released from direot support" 
of the 2/18 Inf at 1800 hours and plaoed in direct support of the Ist ATP. 

(30) On 6 Max 69, A/^/17 Troop (-) was released from direot support of 
the Ist ATP at 1200 hours and plaoed in direot support of CMLC. 
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(IJIC4/AÄMIIA) 

(51) On 7 Ifar 69, B/3/17 ßlementB established contact with the eneny 
at XS 734753 resulting in one VC KBA.   B/3/17 was further credited with two 
TC KM at XS 7OO690,   B/3/17 again made contact with the enemy resulting to 
two VC KM at XS 695694.   B/3/17 was also credited with one VC KM at XS 695706. 

(52) On 8 Mor 69, A/V17 firefly teams engaged several VC in bunkers 
at XS 525831 resulting in throe VC KM and five buricers destroyed, 

(33) On 10 Mor 69, C/5/17» while on a visual reconnaissance mission, 
made contact with the enemy at XT 134405 resulting in two NVA KM and two 
WA WIA taken as PW«s.   c/j/l? again established contact at XT 138399 re- 
sulting in an additional two NVA WIA taken as PW's. 

(34) On 12 Mar 69, B/j/l?, while conducting visual reconnaissance, 
ontnoliülied onomy contact resulting in one VC KM at XS 518832.   B/3/17 also 
destroyed ono sampan and was credited with four VC KM in the vicinity of 
XS 610590,   At XS 605605, B/3/17 engaged and destroyed three snmpans and 
were credited with seven VC KM,   B/3/17 also destroyed ono sampan and three 
VC KM at XS 600715.   C/3/17 established contact with too enemy ot XT 375550 
resulting in ono VC KM.   C/3/17 also recorded one VC KM at XT 340625. 

(35) Oil 13 Mar 69, IJ/3/17, while porforming visual reconnaissance, 
onßaeed the enemy resulting in ono KM at XS 530560, and three VC KM at 
XS.655784,   B/3/17 elements captured three VC PW's at XS 67062O.    One of the 
PW's was determined to be a propagandist, 

(36) On 15 Mar 69, A/3/17, while conducting^ last li^vfc mission, 
destroyed seven unknam type rackets at XS 530920.   A/3/17 established con- 
tact with the onooy at XS 590790 resulting in one VC KM, one VC possible 
KM, and destroyed one bunker with secondary explosions.   At 2400 hours, 
two hunter-killer teams from A Troop were placed in direct support of BnTAC, 
A Troop (-) remained in direct support of CRÄC.   B/5/17 elements enffiged 
one VC at XS 735550 resulting in one VC KM,   B/3/17 again established con- 
tact with the enemy resulting in five KM at XS 461813, 

(37) On 18 Ifer 69, A/3/17 was placed in direct support of OttC,   B/3/17 
established contact resulting in four VC KM at XS 421365,   B/5/17 also en- 
gaged 10 VC at XS 430795 resulting in 10 VC KM,    B/3/17 was credited with 
an odditienal four VC KM at XS 425865,   At 1336 boors, a B/5/17 AO-IG was 
downed by hostile fire at XS 471819 resulting in the aircraft conunnder and 
pilot m, 

(38) On 19 Mur 69, A/3/17 elonönta engaged and destroyod one bunker 
resulting in a secondary explosion at XS 541903,   At 2400 hours, A/3/17 (-) 
remlnod in direct support of CMC while two huntorJciller team were placed 
In dlroot support of the 1st ATF, 
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(59)   On 21 »far 69, A/5/17 was pierced in direct oupport of BHTAC with 
two hunter-killer teams and remained in direct support of CMC with Troop (-)• 

(40) On 23 HOT 69, A/3/17 engaged the cnenor resulting in one VC KM 
at YS 025962,   A/3/17 killed three VC with six VC possible KBA et YS 243972. 
At XS 804832, A/5/17 elements engaged two 107 rockets with one secondary 
explosion.   A/5/17 also engaged 15 personnel resulting in two VC KBA and six 
possible KBA.   A/j/17 was plaoed in direct support of the Ist AIP at 2400 
hours with two hunter-killer teams.   A Troop (-) remained in direct support 
of CMiC,   B/3/17 ongp^ed one VC at XS 870575 resulting In one possible KM. 

(41) On 24 >fcr 69, A/5/17 was released from direot support of the Ist 
AM? and placed direct support of BHTAC with two hunter-killer teams,   A Troop 
(-) remained in direot support of ClttC. 

(42) On 1 Apr 69, B/3/17 hunter-killer teams accounted for one KM at 
each of the following coordinates«   XS 770810, XS 440850, XS 650590i   C/5/17 
was credited with five KBA for an engagement on 30 Ifar at XT 530500.   C/3/17 
engaged five VC resulting in two KBA at XT 56048O, 

(45)    On 5 Apr 69, A/r)/l7 mo credited with two VC KM at XS 800850, 
B/5/17 in soatterod contact, was credited with one KM at XS 050450, two KM 
at XS 620600 and one KM at XS 080500.   C/)/l7 huntor-killor teams aooounted 
for four KM at XT 576463. 

(44) Oa. 9 Apr 69, while conducting visual reconnaissance missions, 
A/3/17 killed one VC at XS 682057.   B/3/17 gunships engaged two VC at 
XS 526560 resulting In two VC KM. 

(45) On 13 Apr 69, 3/5/17 made light contact and accounted for five 
VC KM in the vicinity of XS 404199.   C/3/17 engaged a camouflaged hut re- 
sulting in one secondary explosion nnd three VC KM at XT 040190.   . 

(46) On 17 Apr 69, 3/5/17 killed one VC at WS 975465.   C/5/17 rescued 
a OS soldier who had been a prisoner of the VC for over a year and had escaped 
17 days earlier (See Inclosure 10),   C/5/17 was also credited with one KM 
at XT 124777. 

(47) On 18 Apr 69, while conducting checkpoint operations, A/5/17 
captured two detainees at XS 910950.   B/5/17 engaged six armed 1TVA at 
XS 510760 resulting in three NVA KM, three MVA PW»s end one AK-47 captured. 
At XT 520550, C/5/17 accounted for one KBA. 

(48) On 23 Apr 69, during firefly operations, C/3/17 engaged and 
killed seven VC at XT O65646.   C/5/17 visual reoanuiaissance missions re- 
sulted in one KM at XT O44566, one KM at XT 054568, one KM at XT 524542, 
and or» KM at XT 524542. 
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(49) On 24 Apr 69, B/3/17 was credited with tiro KM at XS 535598, two 
KM at XS 545598, ond three KM at XS 552595,   Tiro VC were killed in the vi- 
cinity of XS O84689,   ilrofly raLssiona by C/3/17 resulted in on© KBA at 
XT 072711. 

(50) Oil 26 Apr 69, during a loot light mission, AA/l7 engneed and killed 
two 70 at XS 708836,   In several separate engagements, 3/5/l7 was credited 
v/ith nine VC KM in the vicinity of XS 680577,   C/3/17 was credited with 17 
HVA KM for actions while supporting fire support base Frontier City against 
a battalion size attack, 

(51) On 27 Apr 69, A/3/17 accounted for three VC KM and three AK-47 
oaptured at XS 884854,   Night firefly missions resulted in two VC KM at 
XS 52/;.878,   B/3/17 engaged and killed too VC at XS 798624.   Another VC was 
KBA at XS 833649.    On last li^it recommissanoe missions, C/3/17 killed on© 
VC at XS 490341, 

b,   SUM3&RYI   While flying 26,964 sorties, the squadron lifted 10,227 
troops, 42 tons of cargo, and was credited with 728 enemy KIA, 4I8 structures 
destroyed, and 286 sampans destroyed (See Inolosure 7),   During the quarter, 
the squadron was engaged in numerous small scale operations but visual re- 
connaissance was the primary mission, 

5,        (ü)    ^MINIip 1   During this roporting period, the squadron had max- 
imum partioipation in all allocated school courses.   All new in-country> 
replacements received training at the Ist Infantry Division Replaoement; 
Training Centor, located at DiAn, 

a. All training within tho squadron was conducted with no loss in 
tho oporatioml status of tho unit, 

b. Training days - 0 
Ifeotioal moves » 0 i 
Operational days - 89 

0.   School quotas filled by squadron during the period» 

CH6A Airframo 9 
T-63 Engine 9 
T-53-L-13 Engine 7 
Tech Supply 1                                  I 
Escape and Evasion 1 
Aircraft Armament Subsystems - Officer 5 
Aircraft Annament Subsystems - Enlisted 7 
UBIH Airframe 3 
AH1G Mrframe 5 
In^-Country Replaoement Training 61 
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6.        (C)    LOGISTICS« 

a.   AMIUWTIDII EXJEHDI'IURB 

Ctg» S'Söiran Tracer 
Ctg,. 5.56inm Ball 
Ctg, 7.62m LIO) 4-1 (11-60) 
Ctg, 7.62m 7130 Kl) Bolt (mni-gun) 
Ctg. Cal .30 Snocial Boll 
Ctg. Cal .45 Ball 
Ctg, Cal 50 BL & TR LKD 
Ctg. AOmm XM576 (Cannister) 
Ctg, 40mm '/S R'iTiA 
Ctg. 40!5im HE ^.06 (M-.79) 
Ctg. 40m HE KM348E1  (XM-28) 
Ctg. 01mm Ilium 
Ctg. 01mm HE 
Ctg, lOömra Heat 
Ctg, 106inm HE? 
Ct^, 106mm Beehive 
Fuze Grenade, Hand Offensive 
Grcn Ifcjid Frag M33 
Gren Hand Frag M26 
Gren Hand Ino 
Gren Hand Offensive 
Gren Hand Smdce White 
Gren Hand/bifle U? 
Gren Hand Smoke Green 
Gren Hand Smdce Yellow 
Gren Hand Smdce Red 
Gren Hand Smoke Violet 
Gren Riot OS 
Rkt 2.75I1T Fleohotte (10 lb Warhead) 
met 2.75111 HE YT Fuzo (lO lb Warhead 
Rkt 2.75111 HE ED Fuze (10 lb Warhead 1 
Riet 2.75IN WP PD Fuze (10 lb Warhead] 
Rkt 2.75IM HE VT Fuzo (17 lb Warhead) 
Rkt 2.75IN HE ED Fuzo (17 lb Warhead) 
Rkt 66m\ Heat Lav; II72 
Iftno AP Ml 3 Claymore 
Sig Ilium WS GD-Clus 
Sig Ilium GB - PABA White 
Flare Surface Trip 
Chg Demo BUc Plastic Ml 12 
Chg Demo BÜc Plastic M116 
Qig Demo BUc T11T ^ lb 
Cap Blasting Hon - Electric 
Cord Detonating 
Piae Blasting Time 

ROUNDt: EXPENDED 

5,880 
42,670i 
51,599 

046,050 
2,400 
3,550 

600 
32 
27 

1^123 
34,766 

10 
1,124 

1 
2 

•  24 
1,750 

68 
435 
357 

1,750 
242 

1,789 
438 
525 
640 
250 
494 

43 
1,537 

19,662 
46 

575 
2,141 

32 
9 

25 
79 
45 
53 Ihs 

•60 lbs 
1^018 lbs 
1^168 
1,000 ft 

353£ « 
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b., AniCRAFC STATUSI    Squadron airornft atatua at the end of the 
reporting poriod wao aa followoi 

i 
Aircraft Authorized On Hand 

UH-1II 29 26 
AII-1G 27 25 
CK-6A 30 27 

(See Inclosure 8) 

7.        (U) SAFETY: 

a.   During the reporting period there were six accidents involving 
squadron aircraft.   A brief accomt of these accidents follows« 

(1) A Troop, AH-1G, 6 February 1969.   Aircraft was exiting a revetment 
and lost antitorquo control duo to a otrong tail wind condition«    Tail rotor 
hit revetment and the debris hit the main rotor.   Ifcin'rotor debris hit a'. 
second AII-1G«   Both airorcft lost min rotor,, transniösian nnd tail rotor« 

(2) C Troop, (H-6A, 21 February 1969.    Scout aircraft was low on futfl. 
After landing in a secure area, pilot took off ajain on a 15 minute flight 
witli 40 lbs of fuel rcup-iniiig.    ilircraib vas low level when engine quit, 
Klot was unable to recover control and aircraft crashed killing two of the ' 
three crew members.   Helmets of all three crow members came off in the crash» 

(3) C Troop, AH-IG, 20 Fcbrucirj'- 1969,   Aircraft was on a training 
flight«   At -blie termination of a praefcioo autorotntion, the aircraft touched 
down on -fche heels of the skids Kid bounced«   Pilot tried to mnlce a power 
recovery by rolling on power and aircraft spun to tiie right 200 degrees 
damaging the skids and under side of the fuselage« 

(4) C Troop, 0II-6A, (1 Ifcxoh 1969, I? was supervising pilot during ft 
practice autorotation. Pilot pulled pitch too high and IP was not ready to 
react.   Aircraft landed hard with low rotor REM and tail boom was severed. 

(5) C Troop, ÜII-1G,  16 April l','^.    GT-öA and ...'Ji-IG hunterJciller team 
were on station conducting a viaucl swoiuvaisaance masion»   An Air Force 
0V-1QA entered the area and collided vi%h "the !iH-1G,    Two fatalities« 

(6) A Troop, UT-Ili, 22 April W'),    A!,3.';:raft ias on a night firefly 
mission.   At 40 knots and 120 feet toe tail rotor pusii pull control rod 
failed«   Aircraft entered a spin and pilot attempted an autorotation«   Air« 
oraft lajided hard danaglng skids and tail bocm. 
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■ _ „ CONFIOENTIAl. 
'SUBJECT! Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 5d Squadron, 17th Air 

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSPCR-65 (R1) 
(UIC-WAAMAA) 

"b, SAPETY RECQKD (FEamiÄRY, MftRCH, AIRIL) 

UNIT TOTAL HOURS ACCIDE11TS RATE 

936 0 00.0 
5667 2 55.3 
5464 0 00.0 
5107 4 78.4 

17174 6 35.0 

SUMMARY! 

HUT 
A 
B 
C 
3/17 ACS 

(1) Wliile the accident rate has steadily improved over the first half 
of FY 69 (52.3), the trend of fatal accidents has increased. 

(2) Tho predominent factor in the accidents listed, is pilot error/ 
pilot technique. The first three accidents InMoate poor judgoment on Ihe 
part of the pilots. The fourth and fifth accidents demonstrate a lode of 
attention to procedures and techniques» The sixth accident vas caused by 
material failure. Hovrever, due to low airspeed the pilot was unable to 
make a recovery. 

(3) It was determined in tlie 21 February accident that ai least one 
crew member died because Ids helmet came off. The squadron flight surgeon 
has refitted all aviation personnel to insure that holnets would stay on la 
a crash. i 

8. (u) CIIAPUBl! 

a. HELIG-IOÜS FUBCTIOHSi 

(1) Worship services conducted1 54 

(2) Attendanco« 5459 

b. EELIGXOUS EDUCATION! 

(1) Classes conducted! 11 

(2) Attendance! . 246 

c. OUARACTEH OTIDAiiUBl 

(1) Classes conducted! 27 

(2) Attendanoei 2818 

d. PASTORAL VISITS! 
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AVG(« CONFIDENTIAL 
„StlBJBCTi Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Mr 

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 Amril 1969. RCS CSFCR-65 (Hi) 
(HICWAAMA) ' 

9.        (U)    CI7IC ACl'IQH: 

a. Eie aqmdron civic r-ction project, tinder tho ouporvioion of Hi« 
squadron chaplain is to provide assistance to the jQethany Orphanage at Ho Hai 
Village, The squadron has aecisted tho orpliana^e since 20 September 19.68, 
in the form of food, clothing, health items, building materials, money, and 
labor. The squadron has doj-iated S1400.OO durinr; the reporting period which 
is bein,^ used for the construction of a new classroom building. The old 
building was very old and inadequate for the 113 ohildron at the orphanage. 
Appraxiiaately 12,000 pounds of food ami 500 pounds of clothing have been 
donated from the squadron. The squa-Iron also provided a salvaged 5000 gaUon 
water tank to alleviate tho water storage problem at the orphanage» 

i 
b. KLanB for tho future inoludoj i 

I 
(1) Donations of monoy for a building fund. I 

(2) A visit by the children to DiAii guests of the squadron. 

(3) Continued weekly visits to donate food, clothing, and other ' 
oolleoted items, ! 
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Avoo-s CONFIOENTIAL 
ßüBJECT« Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, ITth Air 

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969. RCS CSPCR-65 (R1) 
(UIC-VAAMAA) 

SECTION 2 
Lessons Learned 

Commander's observations, evaluations, recommendations, and command actions» 

1,   (U) PERS0I1ML; 

at QOSERVATION? Several ohanjes have been rocoi,imended to the MTOE 
17-096T, 17-09CT, and 17-099T. 

EVALIM'ION: Predicated on the condition that the 5rd Squadron, 17th 
Cavalry will oontinua to operate fron, a fixed installation for extended op- 
erations in RVN, the squadron has recommended several changes to the present 
mm, 

RECaMMDATIOI; Boat the MTCE changes outlined in Inclosure 9 be in- 
corporated into the present MTOE, 

CÖMMWro ACTIONj A letter from Headquarters, 5rd Squadron, 17th Air 
Cavalry, dated 50 March 1969, nubjeott Proposed MOE, has been sent to CG 
Ist Aviation Brigade for approval, 

b. OBSERVATION! This  unit experiences a continual shortace of air- 
craft comnandera for the AII-1G duo to the lade of a sufficient pool of qual- 
ified pilots from vhioh to train airornft cor-vinders. 

EVALUATION: Current AJI-1G rated pilot muming level for the air 
cavalry squadron is 57» With the requirements for at least one such rated 
pilot as maintenance officer per air cavalry troop, a maximum of 10 opera- 
tional pilots are available in each weapons platoon. Troop oomnandcro, 
maintenance dotaciunent comrunders and key staff personnel may also be AII-1G 
rated which counts against the manning level. Additionally, the 27 assigned 
aircraft justifies the retention of an MI-1G SIP at squadron level. Based 
on a maximum allowable total of 140 hours per aviator per 30 day period, an 
absolute minimum of five Cobra rated AG's are needed to oh bain the 700 aver- 
age AH-1G flying hours the air cavalry troop accomplishes each month. In 
order to maintain tills number in the face of R&R's, accidents and casualtiesi 
at least seven AC's should be on hand at all times. Although there is no 
BSARV requirement tliat every AH-1G be commanded by an AC, this unit has at- 
tempted to follow this practice to increase safety of operationr greater 
accuracy of fires, and overall improved mission performance. Considering 
the normal period of three months in-country and 500 hours flying experience 
before an individual can become an aircraft commander, together with the re- 
quirement to have at least seven qualified AC's on hand at all times, the 
air cavalry troop regularly experiences periods of several months duration 
when it cannot muster the minimum number of AC s• In order to correct this 
situation, enough AH-IG qualified pilots should b.e authorieed so that no 
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greater than one-üiird need be AC«3 at any one time. Eased on the minimum 
figure of seven AC's, the authoriaation per weapons platoon should bo 21. 
In addition, eaoli troop should retain ono maintenanoe offioer vhile  tlie 
squadron should have one SIP for a mannin- level total of 67 AH-1G pilots. 

RECCMKTDATIClNt That the authorized mannins level of AH-1G qmlified 
pilots for tlie air cavalry squadron be inoroased from 57 to 67. 

COrilAin^ ACTIQII: Hie present mannin'; level baa oade it neoessarj'- to 
place relatively inexperienced personnel as pilots in command of A!t-1G 
aircraft. For obvious reasons, an experienced AC would be more desirable, 

2.     (c) pma^imst 

a. CBSERVATIOttt    Sts-rlight missions are more effective when conducted 
with the A1T/VASS-3 Xenon infrared li^it and 11-18 infrared binoculars raüiex 
tlian the AN/PAS-6 metasoope assembly. 

EVAI.UATIONi    It has boon found that the crew nerved metascope has too 
muoh diffunion and io unsatisfactory for the mission.   Obnorvation with the 
N-10 hiuoculara in oonöunotion wi;-.h the Xenon infrared li^ht would improve 
oroa coverage and target detection,   lie A:T/7ASS-3 used on whito li^it has 
boon found more effective than the C-130 landin;: li.-jit cluster jreaently in 
use. 

r^COlSISM'riOiTi Hmt air cavalry troops be authorized tlie AIl/VASS-J 
Xenon searohlirfit and the present authorization of H-IO infrared binooulors 
bo mcreafsed from six to tv;elve, 

GOxilAiD ACTIOII:    'Ulis squadron has closely monitored the results of 
the AII/VASS-7. in use by other units, 

b. ODSHWATIOilj    Tlie ATI-1G was desijrr.öd for a 10 minute rearm and 
refuel tine.    Average turn around time is 20 to 35 minutes. 

EVALÜA'HOU;   although roclcet pods and XMIS's are reloaded while still 
on the aircraft, the XH-20 could be rearmed in a matter of minutes if addi- 
tional 7.62 and 40inm trays were available.    These trays could be reloaded 
and inserted into expended airoraft, by simply replacing the traya.   Rearm 
and refuel time could be reduced to 10 minutes if these traya were available. 

lUSCCOEKDATlOl«!    That additional tunmo trayrj for tlie 7.62mm and the 
40mm in the XM-2ß system be authorized for eaoh authorized AII-IG, 

CCHMD ACTIOHt Additional personnel are used to assist in rearming 
tae Afl-IG. ^ 
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0. QBSEHVATIONi During the last reporting period, D Troop has been 
supporting two separate organizations, TUey provide tliree 18 man reacLion 
tsana to the IJIst Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol, and support Bien Hoa 
Taotioal Area Conmand vrith a platoon (-). 

EVALiaTIOK» To support the present split mission, D Troop has found 
it neoesßary to temporarily reorganize the troop. This breaks down troop In- 
tegrity, redistributes troop assets, and organizes the troop In a manner whioh 
they were not designed to operate, 3y combining the assets of the aitire 
troop, they can more adequately perform reconnaissanoe, provide seourity, and 
engage in offensive, defensive and delaying action as an eoononcr of force unit. 

RSCCMiMDATIONt It is recommended that D Troop be returned to a single 
mission OPCON to one unit or headquarters, so that the troop can be utilised 
in its designed combat role, 

COltailD ACTIOHi The troop will continue to meet both mission require- 
msnts despite the breakdown of troop integrity ani assets. The problem has 
been discussed and reoonmendations made to the Commanding Officer, BHTAC, the 
Commanding Officer, D Company (Ranger) ISIst Long Range Patrol, and to üxe 
AC of S, G-3, II EPCECEV. 

d, CBSERVATIQUi There is a need for two additional TH-1H aircraft 
in each Air Cavalry Troop. 

EVALlRTIOHi Ecesently, there are seven IM-1H helicopters assigned to 
each Air Cavalry troop. Two adcUtional I1H-1II are required to perform various 
support missions essential to the overall troop operation. The principle 
combat asnualt mission of carrying aero rifle personnel is presently limited 
to three aircraft duo to the foil wring ÜH-1H requirements! 

(1) One HI-IH is required for Command and Control and must be avail- 
able -co the CO at all times. 

(2) One IW-IH is used by maintenance to shuttle parts from widely 
scattered support units. The road transportation problem, combined with tiie 
constant push to maintain maximum aircraft availability, require daily partg 
and equipment flights. 

(3) One HH-IH ia frequently needed for standardization and in-country 
orientation rides. Hie high rate of personnel turnover make in-oountry and 
standardisation flighta a necessity. 

(4) Due to the monthly average of 90 hours on each aircraft, one ÜH-1H 
is oontiimously in maintenance for periodic inspection or repairs • 
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m ITT ^^ff1,10»» »»* the Air Cavalry Troop De issued two additional 
UB-1H -Iroraft to more effectively perform their nonml combat and mipport 
S «a^; ^f8 Y0^ ^ each Alr ^^^ ^^P fi"» available aircraft to 
SnS fw ü 1^er^ion 0f th0 40 P^aonnöl in the aero rifle platoon. 
Request that the UH-IH authorized on MPOE 17-096T he issued to the weapow. 
pj-atoon, and that the TCE reflect on additional tH-1H to the Troop Headquarttrg, 

COMHLKD ACTICMa This unit is preparing a recommended change to the 
Mm requestine- the additional aircraft, 

in„«^ 9• u
aBEfWA!I\ICW« A» experimontal weapons system, XJM, 40inin grenade 

launcher, has been installed on two CH-6A scout helicopters for combat 
evaluation» 

BVAimTlONt This system has proven to he an extremely accurate, use- 
nu eystem for employment In the AO, and ßives every indication of beiiw 
more versatile than Hie XM27E1 (mini-gun), Anoliier advantage of the »WJ 
«»Ä1  T?^ lt, appears to be less of a problem to maintain than the 
W127BI. it is a less complex system, easier to dean, load, and clear than 
the minigun, '    ' 

ISCCStEKDATIQHi That the XM-8 testing pro<mua be encouraged and 
closely monitored by the administrative and combat units during the 
evaluation. 

CCHMUffi ACTIOTi A thorou^i and comprehensive evaluation report will 
be submitted at tho completion of the combat test. 

f. QBSHlVATICNi Tho location and number of fire extinguishers in 
m-l aircraft is insufficient. 

EmuvriQMi Mxny in-Qißht fires could ho extinguished by either ilia 
orow chief or door gunnor if a fire extinguisher were readily accessible, 
with the singlo extinyuiaher mounted by the co-pilot's seat, aooess in fliAt 
by orewmembers in the rear is vory difficult. 

IfflCttJHBNPATICHi Two additional extinguishers should bo mounted in ib« 
oargo ooBpurtmeat of each m-1, with one under both the «row chief's and 
door gunner's seat. 

«'«««»•.(müM) f?11011,! ^ ^ i8 b^na submitted throng maintenanoe 
ciaanels suggesting that additional fiio extinguishers be mounted. 

3.   (0) .mADTIHG» 

w ,    OBSEmTKHi   »tequwitlyi the training period for replacement 
personnel suoh as crew ohtefs ia not considered, >ihi6h oauses serious short- 
ages in key positions. 
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BV.'iinA.TIOH: Et.*ovidlng an overlap in the tours of personnel vith 
higjily speoialized skills such as crew chiefs is considered roost important. 
Operating effectiveness may be sacrificed while new personnel rp  throu^i a 
break-in period without the benefit of learning from the experience pf their 
predecessors. 

HilCOIUlEEM'i'IONi Prior planning as to need and allooation of qualified 
crew chiofa would olloviato thic probiom. It would bo desirable to request 
and obtrdn a qualified roplaocmcnt at least 30 days prior to a crew chief's 
DEROS. 

COItl&KD ACTION: It has become necessary to use a orew chief on more 
than one aircraft and to train door gunners and available individuals to 
assist orew chiefs, 

4, (ü)    ETTELLIGEIICEt    Ifone 

5. (ü)    LOGISTICS AIID lläIHTEKAHCSt 

a* CBSEElVATIOWt Tliero is an inadequate number of emergency sur- 
vival radios available, 

EVAPÄTION: Ulis squadron is authorized 80 DRC-10 radios and has 
four on ham, Hie squadron presently has 64 RT10 substitute radios on hand 
for a total of 68 survival radios. Since 20 January i960, a total of 12 
radios have been turned in as unserviceable and none have been received a» 
replacements. The lack of proper survival equipment places orewmembers in 
unwarranted danger, 

ifflCOI'I'EllDATICrTt That oomand emphasis be placed on this problem to 
assure proper action is being token, 

COI'MUTD ACTION: Requisitions for this equipment have been submitted. 
Survival radios will be placed on the oommander's critical items list, 

b. aDSERVATIOH: AH-1G turrets malfunction quite frequently and 
qualified personnel axo not readily available for repair, 

EVALIMION: With the armament systems becoming more complcae, main- 
tenance problems increase. Numerous electrical problems have arisen with Ihe 
X1I-20 that only Emerson Eleotronios representatives can repair. This ne- 
cessitates taking the AH-1G to their location and leaving it until it is 
repaired, 

RECOMfCTDATIONi That Emerson Electronics -fcojhnioal representatives 
be assigned to battalion BIBC elements employing the AH-1G, with XM-2Q 
Etaerson systems. 
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CONflDENTIAl 
SUBJECTi Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17ili Air 

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969. SCS CSP(IU65 (M) 
(UICWAAmA) 

CCWMftHD ACTICNJ The sqiadron has made nunerous attempts to obtain 
Emerson Technical Representatives from outlying posts. On infrequent occa- 
sions, rGpresentr.-a.ves at Phu Loi and Lon^ Thanh have been available for 
information and assistance. 

c. OBSERVATICHi üfcere is no repair facility for the cable tensiometer 
in Vietnam« 

ETALU&TIOIT: The requirement to check cable tension on aircraft fy8*608 

and the fact that this system is very delicate has led to wear and breakage 
of this item. Normal life expectancy of a tensiometer is two years with cal- 
ibratien every 90 days. 

BECOllESDATIONt A tensiometer repair facility .be designated and a 
direct exchange program for the item be established. 

COiniAND ACTIOK. Squadron maintenance detachments have inquired at all 
possible support channels and have found no facilities for tensiometer repair* 

d. OBSBRVATIOIIi AH-1G swashplate assemblies have evidenced ex- 
cessive vesx, 

JOTALUATIOHi It has been noted that this item lias an 1100 hour life 
between overhauls. Ifany units with the AH-1G have reported internal swash- 
piato failure between 300 and 500 hours. The difficulty in obtaining swash- 
plates and the 75 nan hours required to replace the assembly has caused a 
serious maintenance problem. \ 

i 

EBCCÄf EKDATIONi That Aviation Materiel Management Command reevaluate 
the swashplato presently installed on the AII-1G» j 

COtl'v/yp ACTICHi Equipnent improvement reports have been subndttod to 
the Aviation Materiel Ituiagomont Command. 

a,   (U) CRGANIZATIONi None 

■) V 
1 A, w*  • X« 

10 IlICLOSUIffiS ;'  JOHN D. FITCS: 

LTC, Armor 
-+i—Unit Oeenjii nation— Commonding 
-fr»—Unit Looation  

—^5—TJ11II 0trenglha  
-Tf—Awaj:dn ft Decora^iana 
—y»—JPuiendly LOODOO 
—in—Oyeratiena Map  
■ 7.    Opeialional Resulta— 

—-tr,—AIitiafL Otatua  
—97—WTOE Cluiik^gs  
-tth—Retuveiy of W Van PutLeii     21 
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AVBAGA-SC (12 May 69) tat Iwi i 
SUBJECT« Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Air | 

Cavalry for Period Siding 30 April 1969» RCS CSFOR-65 (Rt) i 
(ÜIC-WAAMAA) 

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 12TH COMBAT AVIATION (SOUP, APO 96266  22 Kay 1969 

TOt Commanding General, n Field Force Vietnam, APO 96266 

In accordance with USARV Reg 525-15, the Operational Report - Lessons I 
Learned of the 3d Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry Squadron, for the period i 
ending 30 April 1969, is forwarded* 

FOR THE COMMANDERS 

'Daoid.L.twites 
DAVID L. FORTE 
MAJ, Inf 
Adjutant 

A*. 



AVFBC-BE-H (12 May 69) 2nd Ind ' 
SUBJECTS Operational Report-Lessona Learned of 3d Squadron» 17th Air 

Cavalry for Period Boding 30 April 1969. BCS CSPOE-65 (Bl) 
(UIC-WAAMAA) 

HL,  HO II PPOROBV, APO San Pranciaco 96266   5 m^ ^ggy 

THRÜi Commanding General« lat Aviation Brigade» ATTNi A7BA-C, APO 963O7 

Commanding General» US Army Vietnam» ATTNt AVHGC(DST), APO 9637$ 

Commander-In-Chief, US Anv Paoifio» ATTNt GPOP-OT, APO 96558 ! 

TOt   Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Anqy, Washington» D.C. 20510 ; 

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report * 
Lessons Learned of the 3d Squadron» 17th Air Cavalry for the period ending 
30 April 1969. 

FOR THE CCKMANDERi 

B. G. MACOONALO 
1LT, AGO 
AssiAG 

m 

ä3 



AVBÄGC-0    (12 my 69)   3rd Inl 
SUBJECT:   Operatior»! Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Air  i 

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969,   RCS CSR)R-65 (HI)   i 
(üIc-vaA^ÄA) 

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AWATION BRIGADE, APO   96384   H JUN 1969 

THRU»   Commanding General, United States Array Vietnam, ATTN:   AVHGC-DST, 
APO   96375 
CommandGr-in-Chiei,, United States Army Pacific, ATTN:   GPOP-OT,: 
APO   96558 

TO:       Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Developnent, Department of the 
Anny, Wshington, D.C, 20310 , 

1. This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to be adequate 
and concurs with the contents as indorsed, except as noted below, 

2, The following additional comments are considered pertinent: 

a. Section II, para la, page 16:    Ifonconcur with the changes proposed 
at Inclosure 9,    KTQE revisions for the three Air Cavalry Squadrons assign- 
ed to the 1st Aviation Brigade were prepared during January and February 
1969, by representatives of the three ACSs and G-3 Section this headquarters. 
These draft document-s were returned to the field for comments during Kirch 
1969.    These comments were returned to this headquarters evaluated and in- 
serted where appropriate in the applicable documents,    Tne proposed MTOEs 
were staffed throughout this headquarters, and forwarded thru USARV to De- 
partment of the Army in May 1969.    Due to the DA directed standardization 
program for authorization documents, certain changes as outlined at Inclo- 
sure 9 were modified and incorporated into the proposed MTOEs so as to 
best serve all ACSs in this command, 

b. Section II, para 2a, page 1?:    Nonconcur.   The AN/VASS-3 Xenon 
searchlight is an acceptable device for night target detection; however, 
it was designed primarily for use on tracked vehicles, hence the weight and 
bulk present undesirable features.    Prior to inclusion on authorization 
ducumontQ for air cavalry troops further testing and evaluation is required, 
Hetascopes have been deleted through MTOB action and starlight scopes were 
added as night target detection devises.    Accordingly, the increase of M-lÖ 
infrared binoculars will not be required for mission accomplishment.   An 
BNSUKE item number 260 (Aero Searchlight) is scheduled for evaluation In 
RVN on or about 15 June 1969«   Results of this evaluation may justify modi- 
fication of MTOEs for air cavalry troops, i 

c. Section 11, para 2b, page 17:   Concur,   Ammunition trays for the 
7.62 MM and the 40 MM in the XM-28 system are not major line items there- 
fore inclusion on authorization documents is net feasible.   Additional 
trays should be ordered through the supportir« maintenance unit. 
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AVBAGC-0    {12 toy 69)    3rd Ind \\ JUN 1969 
SUBJECTS    Operational Report-Lesaona Leamod of 3d Squadron, 17th Air 

Cavaliy for Period Ending 30 April 1969.    RCS CSroH-65 (RI) 
(UIC-WVAMKA) 

d. Section II, paia 2d, page 18s    Concur.    Two additional UH-1H air- 
crait will X&cilitate more efficient scheduling and provide greater flex- 
ibility for the troop commander, however, this requires MICE action.    Re- 
visions to MTOE 17-98T were submitted during Kay 1969J further revisions 
must be delayed until pending action is completed. 

e. Section II, para 3, page 19.    There can be no disagreement that an 
overlap in tours would substantially enhance training capability and unit 
effectiveness.    Support of such a system would require a constant over- 
strength of approximately 8-10/S,    This is not feasible when viewed from man- 
power management and budget considerations; the impact vculd reach all the 
way to increased draft calls, accelerate frequency of overseas tours, and 
require additional funds for training and salaries.    The actions by the 
unit to cross-train personnel and utilize crewchiofs on more than one air- 
craft are considered proper and gonorally adequate for mission accomplish- 
ment. 

f. Section II, para 5a, page 20s    Concur.    The URC-10 radio has been 
declared obsolete.   Manufacture of the basic radio and components has 
been completed and no further contracts will be let.    The URC-68 will re- 
place the UHC-10,    The radio is presently in production and is anticipated 
to arrive in RVN during the last Qtr FY 69/first Qtr FY 70.    As assets 
become available they will be "fbrce-issued" to units having tabular autho- 
rization for the old family radios.   Presently there are no known URC-4, 
URC-10, or HT-10 assets in-countiy. 

g. Section II, para 5b, page 20s    rbnconcur.    All Bnerson Represent- 
atives were removed from RVN approximately 20 Fob 69.    However, Weapons 
Command Representatives are available throughout the country.    The 3/l7th 
ACS has been advised that one representative is located at Tan Son Nhut, 
and one is at Phu Loi. 

h.    Section II, para 5c, page 21:    Ifcnconcur,    The 34th GS Gp has in- 
dicated that it does not have the capability for repair of tensiometers 
other than possibly the Corpus Christi Bay Floating Aircraft Maintenance 
P&cility,   At this time it is impossible to verify this fact in that the 
ship has returned to drydock for yearly maintenance.   The unit has been 
advised to requisition a replacement for the worn-out tensiometer, | 

i 
i.    Section II, para 5d, page 21.   The recommendation for AMMC to eval- 

uate the swashplato presently installed on the AH-1G vdll taloa place auto- 
matically when EIR<s submitted roach that location and it has boon deter- 
mined that these events are not single isolated occurrences.   Continuation 
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AVEAGC-0    (12 ^y 69)    3rd Ind H JUN 1969 
SUBJECT:   Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Air 

Gavaliy for Period Ending 30 April 1969.    RCS CSFOR-65 (KE)    : 
(UIC-\Ä.fiMM) I 

i 

of ElR action is imperative anl necessary to give AMMO necessary infomft- 
tion upon which they can base their investigation.    EIR submission will 
be a subject stressed in Commander's Mites published in this headquarters 
for the month of June, I 

i 
K)R THE COMMAIOERt 

'-wj^CL 
DAVID R. ANDERSON 
Cpf. AGC 
Assi. AG 

Xb 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVHGC-DST (30 Apr 69) 4th Ind 
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lesaons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Air 

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSPOR-65 (Rl) 
(UIC-WAAMU) 

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 1 4 JUL 1969 

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Arny, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, 
APO 96558 

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons 
Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquarters, 
3d Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry. 

2. (C) Comments follow: 

a. (C) Reference item concerning "This unit experiences a continual 
shortage of aircraft commanders for the AH-1G due to the lack of a sufficient 
pool of qualified pilots from which to train aircraft commanders," section 
II, page 16, paragraph 1(b); nonconcur. This headquarters does not identify 
a manning level for individual units. During the period covered by the ORLL, 
a shortage of AH-1G qualified aviators existed throughout the command. Major 
requisitioning headquarters were assigned AH-1G qualified aviators on the 
basis of two per AH-1G. This situation has improved to the point where 
assigned status is nearly 10^ over this basis of two per AH-1G, This in- 
crease in AH-1G qualified aviators is expected to continue and this head- 
quarters is working to bring assigned AH-1G aviator strength up to author- 
ization. 

b. (C) Reference item concerning "There is a need for two additional 
UH-1H aircraft in each Air Cavalry Troop," section II, page 18, paragraph 
2(d); nonconcur. USARV has submitted a request to DA for a trade-out of 
81 UH-1B/C for UH-ID/H helicopters. Of the 27 aircraft currently authorized 
in the non-divisional air oav troop (10 0H-6, 9AH-1G, 2 UH-1B/C, and 6 
UH-ID/H), the two UH-1B/C helicopters are included in the trade-out plan. 
This action will increase lift capability by adding two UH-ID/H helicopters, 
and decrease maintenance support requirements from four to three type 
aircraft, but it will not increase the total number of aircraft authorized. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

H\L~ 
C. 0. WILSON 
1LT,  A(, 

Cv fum* Assistant Adjolaf.t Ce efal 

3d Sqdn, 17th Air Cav 
1st Avn Bde 

-, 7 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
^ DECIASSIEIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 

CONFIDENTIAL DOD DIR 5200.10 



GPOP-DT (30 Apr 69)  5th Ind (U) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 3d Squadron, 17th Air 

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS 
CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 16 AU6 69 

TO:  Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, 
Department of the Army, Washington, D. C.  20310 

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forward- 
ing indorsements and concurs in the report as Indorsed.   i 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF; 

I. LT SHORTI 
CPT, AGC ' 
AutAO 

W- 

z$ 
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